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(4) Education or counseling services 
designed to improve the financial and 
economic literacy of students, includ-
ing financial planning for postsec-
ondary education. 

(5) Activities designed to assist par-
ticipants enrolled in four-year institu-
tions of higher education in applying 
for admission to, and obtaining finan-
cial assistance for enrollment in, grad-
uate and professional programs. 

(6) Activities designed to assist stu-
dents enrolled in two-year institutions 
of higher education in applying for ad-
mission to, and obtaining financial as-
sistance for enrollment in, a four-year 
program of postsecondary education. 

(b) A Student Support Services 
project may provide the following serv-
ices: 

(1) Individualized counseling for per-
sonal, career, and academic matters 
provided by assigned counselors. 

(2) Information, activities, and in-
struction designed to acquaint stu-
dents participating in the project with 
the range of career options available to 
the students. 

(3) Exposure to cultural events and 
academic programs not usually avail-
able to disadvantaged students. 

(4) Mentoring programs involving 
faculty or upper class students, or a 
combination thereof. 

(5) Securing temporary housing dur-
ing breaks in the academic year for— 

(i) Students who are homeless chil-
dren and youths or were formerly 
homeless children and youths; and 

(ii) Foster care youths. 
(6) Programs and activities as de-

scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
or paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(4) of 
this section that are specially designed 
for students who are limited English 
proficient, students from groups that 
are traditionally underrepresented in 
postsecondary education, students who 
are individuals with disabilities, stu-
dents who are homeless children and 
youths, students who are foster care 
youth, or other disconnected students. 

(7) Other activities designed to meet 
the purposes of the Student Support 
Services Program in § 646.1. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–14) 

[75 FR 65790, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 646.5 How long is a project period? 
A project period under the Student 

Support Services program is five years. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11) 

[75 FR 65790, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 646.6 What regulations apply? 
The following regulations apply to 

the Student Support Services Program: 
(a) The Education Department Gen-

eral Administrative Regulations 
(EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 75 (except for 
§§ 75.215 through 75.221), 77, 79, 82, 84, 86, 
97, 98, and 99. 

(b) The regulations in this part 646. 
(c)(1) 2 CFR part 180 (OMB Guidelines 

to Agencies on Governmentwide Debar-
ment and Suspension (Nonprocure-
ment)), as adopted at 2 CFR part 3485; 
and 

(2) 2 CFR part 200 (Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements, Cost Principles, 
and Audit Requirements for Federal 
Awards), as adopted at 2 CFR part 3474. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 and 1070a–14) 

[61 FR 38537, July 24, 1996, as amended at 75 
FR 65790, Oct. 26, 2010; 79 FR 76103, Dec. 19, 
2014] 

§ 646.7 What definitions apply? 
(a) General definitions. The following 

terms used in this part are defined in 2 
CFR part 200, subpart A, or 34 CFR 77.1: 

Applicant 
Application 
Award 
Budget 
Budget Period 
Department 
EDGAR 
Equipment 
Facilities 

Fiscal year 
Grant 
Grant Period 
Grantee 
Project 
Project period 
Public 
Secretary 
Supplies 

(b) Other definitions. The following 
definitions also apply to this part: 

Academic need with reference to a stu-
dent means a student whom the grant-
ee determines needs one or more of the 
services stated under § 646.4 to succeed 
in a postsecondary educational pro-
gram. 

Combination of institutions of higher 
education means two or more institu-
tions of higher education that have en-
tered into a cooperative agreement for 
the purpose of carrying out a common 
objective, or an entity designated or 
created by a group of institutions of 
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higher education for the purpose of car-
rying out a common objective on their 
behalf. 

Different campus means a site of an 
institution of higher education that— 

(1) Is geographically apart from the 
main campus of the institution; 

(2) Is permanent in nature; and 
(3) Offers courses in educational pro-

grams leading to a degree, certificate, 
or other recognized educational creden-
tial. 

Different population means a group of 
individuals that an eligible entity de-
sires to serve through an application 
for a grant under the Student Support 
Services program and that— 

(1) Is separate and distinct from any 
other population that the entity has 
applied for a grant to serve; or 

(2) While sharing some of the same 
needs as another population that the 
eligible entity has applied for a grant 
to serve, has distinct needs for special-
ized services. 

Financial and economic literacy means 
knowledge about personal financial de-
cision-making, which may include but 
is not limited to knowledge about— 

(1) Personal and family budget plan-
ning; 

(2) Understanding credit building 
principles to meet long-term and short- 
term goals (e.g., loan to debt ratio, 
credit scoring, negative impacts on 
credit scores); 

(3) Cost planning for postsecondary 
or postbaccalaureate education (e.g., 
spending, saving, personal budgeting); 

(4) College cost of attendance (e.g., 
public vs. private, tuition vs. fees, per-
sonal costs); 

(5) Financial assistance (e.g., 
searches, application processes, dif-
ferences between private and govern-
ment loans, assistanceships); and 

(6) Assistance in completing the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). 

First generation college student 
means— 

(1) A student neither of whose nat-
ural or adoptive parents received a bac-
calaureate degree; 

(2) A student who, prior to the age of 
18, regularly resided with and received 
support from only one parent and 
whose supporting parent did not re-
ceive a baccalaureate degree; or 

(3) An individual who, prior to the 
age of 18, did not regularly reside with 
or receive support from a natural or an 
adoptive parent. 

Foster care youth means youth who 
are in foster care or are aging out of 
the foster care system. 

Homeless children and youth means 
persons defined in section 725 of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1143a). 

Individual with a disability means a 
person who has a disability, as that 
term is defined in section 12102 of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (42 
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.). 

Institution of higher education means 
an educational institution as defined in 
sections 101 and 102 of the Act. 

Limited English proficiency with ref-
erence to an individual, means a person 
whose native language is other than 
English and who has sufficient dif-
ficulty speaking, reading, writing, or 
understanding the English language to 
deny that individual the opportunity 
to learn successfully in classrooms in 
which English is the language of in-
struction. 

Low-income individual means an indi-
vidual whose family’s taxable income 
did not exceed 150 percent of the pov-
erty level amount in the calendar year 
preceding the year in which the indi-
vidual initially participated in the 
project. The poverty level amount is 
determined by using criteria of poverty 
established by the Bureau of the Cen-
sus of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce. 

Participant means an individual 
who— 

(1) Is determined to be eligible to 
participate in the project under § 646.3; 
and 

(2) Receives project services that the 
grantee has determined to be sufficient 
to increase the individual’s chances for 
success in a postsecondary educational 
program. 

Sufficient financial assistance means 
the amount of financial aid offered a 
Student Support Services student, in-
clusive of Federal, State, local, pri-
vate, and institutional aid which, to-
gether with parent or student contribu-
tions, is equal to the cost of attendance 
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as determined by a financial aid officer 
at the institution. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 and 1070a–14) 

[61 FR 38537, July 24, 1996, as amended at 75 
FR 65790, Oct. 26, 2010; 79 FR 76103, Dec. 19, 
2014] 

Subpart B—How Does One Apply 
for an Award? 

SOURCE: 75 FR 65791, Oct. 26, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 646.10 How many applications may 
an eligible applicant submit and for 
what different populations may an 
eligible application be submitted? 

(a) An eligible applicant may submit 
more than one application as long as 
each application describes a project 
that serves a different campus or a des-
ignated different population. 

(b) For each grant competition, the 
Secretary designates, in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER notice inviting applications 
and other published application mate-
rials for the competition, the different 
populations for which an eligible entity 
may submit a separate application. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 and 1070a–14; 20 
U.S.C. 1221e–3) 

§ 646.11 What assurances and other in-
formation must an applicant in-
clude in an application? 

(a) An applicant must assure the Sec-
retary in the application that— 

(1) Not less than two-thirds of the 
project participants will be— 

(i) Low-income individuals who are 
first generation college students; or 

(ii) Individuals with disabilities; 
(2) The remaining project partici-

pants will be low-income individuals, 
first generation college students, or in-
dividuals with disabilities; and 

(3) Not less than one-third of the in-
dividuals with disabilities served also 
will be low-income individuals. 

(b) The applicant must describe in 
the application its efforts, and where 
applicable, past history, in— 

(1) Providing sufficient financial as-
sistance to meet the full financial need 
of each student in the project; and 

(2) Maintaining the loan burden of 
each student in the project at a man-
ageable level. 

(c) The applicant must assure the 
Secretary in the application that a stu-
dent will not be served by more than 
one SSS project at any one time and 
that the SSS project will collaborate 
with other SSS and McNair projects 
and other State and institutional pro-
grams at the grantee-institution so 
that more students can be served. 

(d) The applicant must assure the 
Secretary in the application that the 
institution’s financial aid office will 
consult with the SSS project with re-
spect to which SSS participants should 
receive grant aid and the amount of 
the grant aid awards. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1840–NEW5) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–14) 

Subpart C—How Does the 
Secretary Make a Grant? 

§ 646.20 How does the Secretary de-
cide which new grants to make? 

(a) The Secretary evaluates an appli-
cation for a new grant as follows: 

(1)(i) The Secretary evaluates the ap-
plication on the basis of the selection 
criteria in § 646.21. 

(ii) The maximum score for all the 
criteria in § 646.21 is 100 points. The 
maximum score for each criterion is 
indicated in parentheses with the cri-
terion. 

(2)(i) If an application for a new grant 
proposes to continue to serve substan-
tially the same population and campus 
that the applicant is serving under an 
expiring grant, the Secretary evaluates 
the applicant’s prior experience of high 
quality service delivery under the ex-
piring grant on the basis of the out-
come criteria in § 646.22. 

(ii) The maximum total score for all 
the criteria in § 646.22 is 15 points. The 
maximum score for each criterion is 
indicated in parentheses with the cri-
terion. 

(iii) The Secretary evaluates the PE 
of an applicant for each of the three 
project years that the Secretary des-
ignates in the FEDERAL REGISTER no-
tice inviting applications and the other 
published application materials for the 
competition. 

(iv) An applicant may earn up to 15 
PE points for each of the designated 
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